
 
 

Downtown Spartanburg Welcomes Development Boom  
That Benefits Locals and Visitors Alike 

 

Spartanburg, SC (August 25, 2022) – Spartanburg’s evolving story includes eras as a regional 

railroad hub, an international textile powerhouse, and now, a modern city on the rise, home to 

history, diverse arts and culture, and a flourishing food scene.  

The city’s growth as a tourism destination has coincided with serious growth in new 

residents and new investment coming in from all over the world. More than $4 billion in capital 

investment has flowed through Spartanburg County over the past five years, with nearly $325 million 

of that focused on Spartanburg’s downtown. Several major projects on the horizon are set to 

enhance the quality of life for Spartanburgers (yes, locals wear that moniker as a badge of honor!) 

and also give visitors more to see, eat and experience. 

 

Blue Moon Bodega 

Spartanburg’s ever-popular Blue Moon Specialty Foods is such a hit with locals and visitors 

that it’s expanding to include a second downtown location, housed in a former distillery. The Blue 

Moon Bodega will be a neighborhood grocery store with fresh produce, craft beer, a salad bar, a 

coffee bar, a build-your-own charcuterie bar, and (perhaps best of all) and ice cream shop. There will 

be a commercial kitchen to support Blue Moon’s growing wholesale business, and a covered patio 

out front where guests can eat, drink, socialize, and generally enjoy Spartanburg’s agreeable 

weather. The bodega is currently under construction and should open before the end of 2022. 

 

East Main Street Revitalization 

Downtown’s beloved Main Street is getting a makeover. The investments from the past five 

years led to the creation of more than 9,000 new jobs, and this year Goodhire identified Spartanburg 

as having the number-two job market in the country. So, it only makes sense that there’s an 

increased demand for office space … and these days, work sites are being claimed before ground is 

even broken. Last year, 33,742 pedestrians – residents and visitors alike – walked along Main Street 

each week, and that uptick in foot traffic led to a desire to offer more for people to see and do 

downtown. Several buildings along Main Street are now being renovated, and a space on one of the 

side streets will soon be home to retail shops and a rooftop restaurant. This revitalization effort is 

expected to finish in 2024. 

 

https://bluemoonsc.com/


Planetarium  

Downtown Spartanburg is flourishing and reaching for the stars … literally. Just a block from 

Main Street, developers are working on plans for a planetarium that will be an addition to the public 

library. This 130-seat theatre topped by an impressive dome will offer an immersive experience like 

no other. Construction is set to begin later this year and – because it’s part of the library – several 

ideas for activities are already in the works, including educational movie screenings and professional 

speakers. 

 

Mary Black Rail Trail Expansion 

The most-used outdoor amenity in Spartanburg, the Rail Trail is two miles long, with a 

downtown connection currently under construction. One of the most popular spots along the Rail 

Trail is the Rail Yard, home to the Vic Bailey Subaru Bike Park, Flock Shop (Spartanburg’s place for 

fried chicken), and a Carolina Panthers NFL Play 60 obstacle course (the team hosts its annual 

training camp at nearby Wofford College).  

As a bonus for trail-goers, Spartanburg’s newest gathering spot, Fretwell, is right along the 

Rail Trail. There, you can find Little River Roasting Co.’s coffee roasting operation, green space, 

concessions in the form of a permanent food truck, live music, and large areas for residents and 

visitors – especially those with kids in tow – to take a breather and enjoy some time outside. 

 

Spartanburg’s population of more than 40,000 is steadily growing as the city and its 

surrounding county welcome an average of 15 new residents each day. Many of those people 

relocate after experiencing the area as a visitor, and they bring with them their own cultural spins 

and new business opportunities. The rising appeal means that along with visitors, developers and 

builders continue to set their sights on Spartanburg, leading to some truly game-changing projects 

on the horizon.  

To learn about all Spartanburg has to offer and to plan your visit to this hidden gem, head to 

www.VisitSpartanburg.com. 
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