
 
 

What Do Turducken, Kilts and Potatoes All Have in Common? 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, Is Home to Unusual Holiday Traditions 

 
 

 Jefferson Parish, Louisiana (November 9, 2022) – As people across America prepare to gather 

around the table for Thanksgiving dinner in a few weeks, they’re probably already dreaming of the 

perfect bird that will be placed on that table, hot out of the oven (or for a tasty – and very Louisianan 

-- twist, the fryer!). If they’re not dreaming of the turkey, they’re dreaming of the football games that 

mark the day.  

Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, is where turkey met football one Thanksgiving Day in the 1990s, 

when football commentator John Madden fell in love with “Turducken” during an on-air broadcast. 

This bird inside of a bird inside of a bird – yes, it’s a chicken inside a duck inside a turkey – is now a 

popular Thanksgiving staple, all thanks to a Cajun meat market here. Today, this Frankenstein dish 

can be purchased at stores throughout the parish. This is just one unusual holiday tradition with its 

roots in Jefferson Parish. This part of Louisiana, located just outside of New Orleans, has several 

nontraditional ways of celebrating holidays.  

Valentine’s Day is a day full of love, and February 14 in Jefferson Parish is no different. 

However, while most people go out to dinner with or buy chocolates for their loved ones, couples 

who find themselves in Jefferson Parish can head over to the Gretna Green Blacksmith Shop to get 

married or renew their vows. Every year on February 14, the blacksmith shop hosts a steady stream 

of vow renewals and weddings – yes, really! Couples are led into the venue by a bagpiper who’s 

dressed in a proper Scottish kilt. After the ceremony, the blacksmith hits an anvil, sealing the 

marriage and recognizing the shop’s namesake, Gretna Green’s Famous Blacksmith Shop in Scotland. 

The shop in Scotland started offering “shotgun” weddings in 1753 and the anvil being hit was a 

distinctive sound that could be heard all around town. Its Louisiana namesake continues the 

tradition. So, if lovebirds are looking for plans this Valentine’s Day, want a fun story to tell the 

grandkids, and wouldn’t bat an eye at the idea of the ceremony being performed by a man in a kilt, 

the Gretna Blacksmith Shop is calling their name! 

https://www.visitjeffersonparish.com/
https://www.geocities.ws/ghs70184/blacksmith.html


 Weddings in a blacksmith shop aren’t the only way this parish knows how to have a good 

time. Most people associate Mardi Gras with drunken debauchery, but residents of and visitors to 

Jefferson Parish associate it with good ol’ family fun. This is one destination that hosts a completely 

G-rated Mardi Gras celebration. Family Gras, which will be held February 10 and 11, 2023, is a free and 

fun way to celebrate Mardi Gras with every member of the family. Revelers enjoy parades, concerts, 

good food and plenty of kid-friendly activities without the shenanigans that come with Carnival 

celebrations at other locales around the South. 

 But, if shenanigans are appealing, visitors will discover some interesting ones each St. 

Patrick’s Day. Mardi Gras is typically the holiday known for parade “throws,” including beads and 

candy. Here in Jefferson Parish, though, even the St. Patrick’s Day parade is a place for throws … of 

stew ingredients. Typically, what would make one do a double-take is the fact that parade walkers 

are trading kisses on the cheek for flowers from spectators. But just wait until the potatoes start 

flying. And carrots. And cabbage. And anything else you need to make a good soup! Vegetables of all 

shapes and sizes are thrown from the parade floats, so keep your eyes open and arms out! 

Spectators can take home their veggie treasures and whip up a tasty St. Patty’s Day stew to share 

with their loved ones. 

 To learn more about the unique ways that Jefferson Parish celebrates the holidays or to start 

planning a trip to experience these unusual events in person, head to 

https://www.visitjeffersonparish.com/.  
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