
 
 

Take the Ride of Your Life on a Smoky Mountain Vacation 
 

 Tennessee’s Smoky Mountains (July 27, 2022) – Dollywood, which was recently named the 

nation’s top-rated theme park by Tripadvisor, offers plenty of ways to take its guests for a ride … in 

the most positive sense of those words. There are countless vehicles and vessels involved in a proper 

Dollywood experience, so it’s time for a road trip to the place that offers the Ride of Your Life. Here’s 

a rundown of just a few of the Dollywood experiences designed to move guests, both physically and 

emotionally.  

AT DOLLYWOOD 

Dollywood Express: One of the most relaxing ways to explore Dollywood – and cover a lot of 

territory – is by taking the park’s five-mile, 20-minute mountain excursion pulled by a coal-fired steam 

engine. Everyone is welcome on this train – including babies! – which makes the Dollywood Express 

one of the first rides many parkgoers ever experience. It’s a great way to start a day at Dollywood, 

simply to get an overview of the park and figure out how to maximize your visit, but it’s also nice to 

just rest your feet and enjoy the beauty of the Great Smoky Mountains after you’ve already had 

some fun. Two historic engines – both of which served in the U.S. Army during World War II – are 

now living their best lives and punctuating all the sounds of the fun around them with their cherry 

whistles. 

 

Rockin’ Roadway: With no minimum or maximum height requirements (but a need for anyone under 

42 inches tall to be accompanied by someone age 16 or older), this ride could be the first time the 

smallest members of your family are given permission to get behind the wheel of a car. And what a 

car it is … a miniature version of a classic Corvette, Thunderbird or Cadillac takes riders back in time 

to the 1950s, where they’re encouraged to enjoy taking the scenic route in a tiny convertible.   

 

Lightning Rod: Once you’ve mastered Rockin’ Roadway, the next stop – on both your walk through 

the park and your progression from mild rides to wild ones – could be this roller coaster, which is 

themed after a 1950s hot rod. The coaster launches passengers from 0 to 45 mph per hour up more 

than 20 stories, then takes them on quite a ride. This hot rod covers 3,800 feet of track and reaches a 

top speed of 73 mph and is regularly named one of the Top 10 best roller coasters in the country.  

https://www.dollywood.com/
https://www.dollywood.com/themepark/rides/dollywood-express/
https://www.dollywood.com/themepark/rides/rockin-roadway/
https://www.dollywood.com/themepark/rides/lightningrod/


 
 

ELSEWHERE AROUND TOWN 
 

Downbound Float Trip: If the excitement of a roller coaster needs to be balanced by some “chilling 

out” – both literally and figuratively – head over to Dollywood’s Splash Country, the award-winning 

water park, and see the Smokies from a completely different vantage point. Though there are plenty 

of thrilling water slides and rides at Splash Country, this 1,500-foot “river” moves at just the proper 

speed for those who want to simply kick back and take it easy. Guests bob along at a relaxing pace, 

ultimately cooling off underneath a 200-foot waterfall.  

 

Pink Jeep Adventure Tours: You really shouldn’t come to the Smokies without getting out into the 

mountains and witnessing the natural beauty that surrounds you. Instead of navigating your own 

way, though, and wondering what it is you’re seeing along the way, why not take a guided tour in a 

brightly colored and incredibly agile Jeep? Skilled drivers take you on an action-packed tour in a 

custom-built, open-air, bubble gum-pink Jeep Wrangler. You can choose from a variety of themes for 

your tour, which can range from 2.5 to 3 hours in length.  

 

Horses: Before there were coasters or cars or Jeeps or even trains, there were … horses! Dolly 

Parton’s Stampede Dinner Attraction combines a four-course meal with a show that offers plenty of 

thrilling feats. The humans here are talented; the horses they ride are nothing short of incredible. 

Before settling into dinner, guests are encouraged to stroll along the open-air stables to meet the 

many Quarter Horses and Palaminos who make this show truly memorable.  

 

 

THOSE EXTRA TOUCHES 
 

Trolley: Guests staying at Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort get some special perks along with their 

cozy guest room, delicious food, and fun activities. They also get a ride to and from the parks aboard 

a trolley that picks them up and drops them off right outside the door of the resort and just in front 

of the parks. It’s less walking, less hassle, less time trying to remember where you parked … In short, 

a true benefit of staying at the official resort of Dollywood. 

https://www.dollywood.com/waterpark/rides/downbound-float-trip/
https://www.dollywood.com/waterpark/
https://www.pinkadventuretours.com/tours/smoky-mountain-tours
https://www.dollywood.com/shows/dpstampede/
https://www.dollywood.com/shows/dpstampede/
https://www.dollywood.com/resort/


Parking Partner: If you’re not a guest at DreamMore and don’t have the advantage of that trolley 

service, Dollywood is still looking out for you. Through a partnership with NAPA Auto Parts, the park 

offers a unique concierge service to help guests cope with minor automotive misfortunes. If a guest 

returns to their car after a day in the park and discovers a flat tire or dead battery – or realizes they 

somehow lost their keys along the way – they can simply wave down a member of the parking team, 

who will quickly dispatch a NAPA automotive concierge to help solve the problem and ensure that 

the day ends as happily as it began. 
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