
 

 

In Coastal Louisiana, The Unusual Is the Usual 
Eccentric Enticements Are the Norm in This Quirky State 

 

Coastal Louisiana (August 3, 2022) – When it comes to Louisiana, travelers’ minds 

automatically go to New Orleans, but Louisiana is so much more than that one city. It’s a state 

comprised of unique parishes – not counties – and a fascinating blend of cultures that merge to 

create a place that’s one of a kind and full of interesting quirks. We’ve rounded up a few oddities 

that you can experience firsthand on a visit to coastal Louisiana.  

 

Pinky the Dolphin 

Lake Charles 

 People traveling the Creole Nature Trail All-American Road get to see a variety of Louisiana 

wildlife, from sunbathing alligators to flocks of migratory birds to Louisiana blue crabs. But some 

visitors are lucky enough to catch a glimpse of a creature that’s anything but average. “Pinky” is a 

rare albino dolphin that’s – you guessed it – pink! This rosy mammal was first spotted in 2007 and 

there’s even a Facebook page that records sightings. Visitors should keep their eyes peeled while 

they traverse the 180-mile trail and cruise along Southwest Louisiana’s Gulf shore. The Calcasieu Ship 

Channel is a popular area for road trippers to see dolphins swimming with their young.  

 

Abita Mystery House 

St. Tammany Parish (“Louisiana Northshore”) 

 The Abita Mystery House is owned by John Preble, who in 1993 turned a vintage gas station, 

old barn, and Creole cottage into a roadside attraction. Full of peculiar collections and strange items, 

Abita Mystery House features more than 50,000 "found" items on display, including arcade games 

and transistor boards, plus it serves as a showcase for John's own art and inventions. This quirky 

museum, which has welcomed visitors from all around the world, has been named by USA Today as 

one of Louisiana's top visitor attractions.  

 

https://www.visitlakecharles.org/
https://www.visitlakecharles.org/creole-nature-trail/
https://www.facebook.com/pinkythedolphin/
https://www.louisiananorthshore.com/


 

 

ZZ Loupe 

Lafourche Parish (“Louisiana’s Cajun Bayou”) 

 The quirk factor in Lafourche Parish is not a what, but a who. Zamariah “ZZ” Loupe, a former 

WWE wrestler and gator hunter featured in “Swamp People” on the History Channel (and a guy who 

made a guest appearance on “The Bachelor,” for those who want his full resume), is the owner of 

Zam’s Swamp Tours. He gives authentic Cajun tours that allow guests to get up close with alligators, 

some of which were caught by members of Zam’s own family. This tour business has been in ZZ’s 

family for more than 40 years and he followed in their footsteps, taking over the tours after his WWE 

career ended. Since he grew up hunting and fishing (and wrestling alligators) on the bayou, it only 

makes sense that his tours offer an unapologetically authentic glimpse into the Cajun lifestyle.  

 

Gretna Blacksmith Shop 

Jefferson Parish 

 The Gretna Blacksmith Shop isn’t your average place to get a horseshoe, nor is it your 

average wedding venue. Each Valentine’s Day, this shop hosts a nearly endless stream of weddings 

and vow-renewal ceremonies. Happy couples are led into the shop by a bagpiper and after the 

ceremony, the blacksmith seals the marriage by hitting an anvil. The shop’s unique role as a 

makeshift wedding chapel can be traced to tiny Gretna Green, in Scotland. That’s the namesake of 

both this town in Louisiana and its blacksmith shop. Scotland’s Gretna is famous for its elopements 

or “runaway weddings,” which started all the way back in 1753. The Ole Blacksmith Shop in the 

Scottish village was the first building that eager lovebirds found as they arrived from England, and 

the blacksmith would marry them with two witnesses gathered from the neighborhood. Gretna 

Louisiana’s Blacksmith Shop picked up the tradition in the United States and has hundreds of 

wedding photos to demonstrate that being a copycat can pay off.  

 
 

https://www.lacajunbayou.com/
https://www.facebook.com/zamsswamptour/
https://www.visitjeffersonparish.com/


For more information or to start planning your quirky visit to Coastal Louisiana, visit Lake 

Charles/Southwest Louisiana Convention & Visitors Bureau, Louisiana’s Cajun Bayou, Lafourche 

Parish, Jefferson Parish, and Louisiana Northshore (St. Tammany Parish).  
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