
 
 

 

Trains, Tollhouses, Technology and Trails: 

Here’s What’s New on the Mountain Side of Maryland 
 

Cumberland, Maryland (May 24, 2022) – Summer is quickly approaching, which makes now 

the perfect time to start planning a family getaway. While the kids have been hard at work in school, 

Allegany County, the Mountain Side of Maryland, has been busy unveiling several new and 

noteworthy additions to the area … just in time for a summer getaway that demonstrates that 

history can, in fact, be lots of fun. 

The most notable new addition to the region’s tourism offerings requires a trip back in time 

to 1309 … steam locomotive #1309, that is! After several years of restoration (and roadblocks), the 

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad (WMSR) brought WMSR 1309, affectionately known as “Maryland 

Thunder,” into regular service on May 6. Built in 1949, this steam locomotive was used on the C&O 

Railway until its retirement in 1956. It was then on display at the B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore 

from 1975 to 2014, when it was purchased by WMSR. Now, over 60 years after exiting the railroad 

scene, 1309 is bringing joy to visitors as it chugs through the mountains of Maryland from 

Cumberland to Frostburg, operating as the largest steam locomotive of its kind in the entire world. 

Guests can experience the power of Maryland Thunder during a variety of ride options, including 

Moonlight on the Mountain (a trip complimented by live music, hors d’oeuvres and moonlight that’s 

best viewed in the Open-Air Car), Polar Express (at Christmastime – not for summer vacation!) and 

the Ice Cream Train, all of which offer first-class and dome-car seating. 

http://www.mdmountainside.com/
https://wmsr.com/


 While we’re on the topic of transportation, Cumberland is home to Mile Marker Zero, 

denoting where America’s first federally funded highway, the National Road, got its start. In nearby 

LaVale you’ll find Maryland’s only remaining Toll Gate House, where you can learn how much it cost 

travelers to use the highway more than 200 years ago. (Spoiler alert: It was a lot less expensive than 

a tank of gas in modern times.) This seven-sided toll house hasn’t collected tolls in a long time, but it 

IS collecting visitors thanks to free public tours. This is the first time in nearly a decade that the Toll 

House has been open to the public; tours are offered on select dates through October. It’s 

fascinating to think about what a “road trip” was in the early 1800s compared to 2022. (It's a sure bet 

that the family SUV is a lot comfier than a covered wagon.) 

 Though it was Thomas Jefferson who put the wheels in motion to create the National Road, 

the highway followed the route that one of his predecessors, George Washington, had traveled early 

in his life, when he was a surveyor in this area and then a member of the British military stationed in 

the region. Allegany County has recently joined George Washington Trail 1753, which begins in 

western Pennsylvania and now travels into Maryland to link with Allegany County sites with ties to 

Washington. Among those sites is the Allegany Museum, which is now home to the world’s only 

artificial intelligence age regression of George Washington as part of its “Crossroads of America” 

exhibit. Experts worked backwards from a bust of the first president when he was age 53, and artists 

and techies from around the world used first-of-its-kind AI technology to create an image of 

Washington as he would have looked when he was in his teens, when he first visited Allegany 

County. Nothing like this exists anywhere else in the world – including at the Smithsonian or Mount 

Vernon – but here it is in the little mountain town in Maryland where George Washington started his 

career. 

 If you’d like to try to make history of your own – by consuming an obscene number of donuts 

and incredible amounts of caffeine – we also want to highlight a new culinary trail in the region. 

https://mdmountainside.com/george-washington-trail
https://www.mdmountainside.com/allegany-museum


Allegany County unveiled Donut and Go, a coffee and donut food trail, in January. The trail is 

comprised of 11 stops across 12.5 miles and each stop offers a “hole” lot of options, including 

everything from your classic coffee to a Basecamp Espresso Martini on the caffeine front, and from 

regular donuts to cheesecake-stuffed and peanut butter-glazed donuts for the accompanying sugar 

rush. 

 To start discovering all the new and fun ways to bring history to life on a vacation to the 

Mountain Side of Maryland, visit https://mdmountainside.com/.  
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