
 

 
Pop (Fly) Quiz: What Do Baseball, Beavers and Bluebirds Have in Common? 

Cooperstown and Otsego County Are Home to Some of New York’s Best State Symbols 
 

In July, four years after it was first introduced by former New York State Senator Jim Seward, 

both houses of the state legislature approved a bill designating baseball as New York’s official state 

sport, and that bill was signed into action by the governor. Seward represented Cooperstown, and 

he introduced the bill after receiving a letter from a fourth-grade class at Cooperstown Elementary 

School. The students, who had been studying state history, were learning about state symbols and 

wrote essays about why baseball should become New York’s official state sport. Seward’s successor, 

Senator Peter Oberacker, continued the efforts and baseball finally joined an interesting array of 

plants and animals, foods and even fossils as an official symbol of the state of New York. 

 As students have now returned to school – and those former fourth-graders are now in a 

different school and more likely focused on U.S. and world history rather than state history – we 

thought it might be fun to do a quick geography class, offering a roundup of other New York state 

symbols you can find in Cooperstown and its surroundings in Otsego County, New York. 

 
Please note that all attractions, activities, events and availability might be adjusted due to COVID.  

Please check websites or call ahead before planning your visit. 
 

State Sport: Baseball 

 Baseball was officially named the state sport 82 years after the National Baseball Hall of 

Fame and Museum opened in Cooperstown. There are plenty of stories about why the Hall of Fame 

is in Cooperstown, and we can tell you that some of those are based in fact and some are pure 

fiction. The best way to understand what’s what is to visit the museum yourself. And while you’re in 

Cooperstown, provided it’s the proper season, you could also catch a game at Doubleday Field, 

which was named for Abner Doubleday. He’s the guy who – in some stories – is credited with 

inventing the sport. For a special souvenir of your time in Otsego County, stop by Cooperstown Bat 

Company, which dates to 1981 and is now the third oldest bat company in the country. They make 

https://baseballhall.org/
https://baseballhall.org/
https://www.doubledayfield.com/
https://www.cooperstownbat.com/
https://www.cooperstownbat.com/


bats for the pros and for kids all over the country, sourcing their wood from trees within a 350-mile 

radius of Cooperstown. It turns out that upstate New York hard woods are considered the best 

wood on the planet for baseball bats! 

 

 
Our very favorite exhibit at the National Baseball Hall of Fame is called “Shoebox Treasures” and it tells the story 

of baseball cards. 

Photo Credit: Milo Stewart Jr., National Baseball Hall of Fame 

 

State Mammal: Beaver 

 This do-it-yourselfer is best known for two very distinctive body parts: overgrown teeth and a 

tail that looks like a ping-pong paddle. Beavers use both as they live and work along rivers, streams, 

lakes and ponds throughout Otsego County, which boasts 1,538 miles of creek flow and five lakes. 

Beavers are surprisingly huge – the second largest rodents in the world – and they spend time both 

on land and in the water, so they’re technically semiaquatic. They live up to their reputation for 

keeping busy, as they’re always hard at work building dams. You might be able to spot a beaver’s 

home – if not the beaver itself – at the mouth of Goodyear Lake, along the shores of the 

Susquehanna River. Beavers are mostly nocturnal, so take a sunset kayak cruise down the river for 

the best chance of catching a glimpse.  

 

State Tree: Sugar Maple 

 The state tree is responsible for two of our favorite things about Otsego County: the 

incredible burst of color that comes with fall foliage and the delicious syrup that coats the pancakes 

we like to eat on our visits to the region. The tree’s leaves feature the familiar five lobes you’re used 

to seeing in so much fall décor, and their colors … well, they’re spectacular. Sometimes yellow, 

sometimes orange, sometime more reddish, these leaves paint their landscape in beautiful ways. Fall 

comes early to Otsego County, so if you want to see the foliage, schedule your visit for later this 

month or early in October. If you want to appeal to an entirely different sense, we encourage you to 

get a taste of the sap from the aptly named sugar maple. Mill Hollow Maple in New Lebanon is 

Otsego County’s only full-time maple production facility. Though they’ll happily give visitors a tour of 

the sugarhouse, a better place to meet farm owners Brian and Amy is at the farmers’ markets in 

https://www.facebook.com/Mill-Hollow-Maple-289878003541/


Cooperstown and Oneonta. Sugaring off happens in the cold winter months, so usually the latest 

batch of syrup becomes available in March. In a typical March, The Farmers’ Museum in 

Cooperstown also hosts “Sugaring Off Sundays,” an event at which guests learn about the process 

of making maple syrup before sitting down to a delicious pancake breakfast. 

 

State Fruit: Apple 

 If an apple a day truly keeps the doctor away, there should be no need for physicians in 

Otsego County … because the region is famous for its orchards. There are more than 7,500 varieties 

of apples in the world and we know you can find 28 of those at Middlefield Orchard in Cooperstown, 

a popular stop for a pick-your-own experience in late summer and throughout the fall. If you pick a 

peck of apples and want to try turning them into cider, you can travel about 15 minutes to the town 

of Schenevus and visit Willy’s Farm and Cider Mill, which will press those apples for you. If you want 

someone else to do the picking AND the cider pressing, we suggest a visit to Fly Creek Cider Mill & 

Orchard in the town of Fly Creek, where you can take a tour of the mill, select from a variety of 

apples, pick up some famous cider donuts, sample their hard cider and wine, and get a full meal (save 

room for a slab of apple pie or a cider slushy). Finally, if you’re in it more for cider and less for other 

food items and activities, a perfect option is Dyn’s Cider Mill in Richfield Springs, a family-run mill that 

makes cider … and does that perfectly. They produce a family-friendly beverage for all ages and also 

take their famed apple cider to the neighboring Park Inn Tavern, which uses it as a base ingredient in 

several higher-octane fall drinks.  

 

 
Eat apples in every way imaginable when you’re in the area, but do save room for at least one piece of Fly Creek 

Cider Mill’s famed apple pie. 

Photo Credit: Fly Creek Cider Mill 

 

State Bush: Lilac 

 Cherry Valley Lilacs is a family-owned lilac farm in the town of Cherry Valley. The farm grows 

more than 150 varieties of lilacs, including some incredibly rare ones, and opens its gardens for tours 

during the short bloom season each May and June. Throughout the year, they also produce lilac 

https://www.farmersmuseum.org/
https://willysfarm.com/
https://www.flycreekcidermill.com/
https://www.flycreekcidermill.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DynsCiderMill/
https://www.facebook.com/richfieldpi/
https://cherryvalleylilacs.com/


pomades and essential oils in their now-famous Enfleurage Studio. “Enfleurage” is a French word 

that describes an ancient technique to absorb scents from fresh flowers, and Cherry Valley is the only 

lilac farm in the world operating a large-scale studio like this one. Lilacs can’t be distilled the same 

way other floral scents can, so this age-old and very labor-intensive technique is how the farm 

extracts the flowers’ delicate scent. Guests can catch a whiff of the production area, where the farm 

uses sustainably grown and harvested fats such as cocoa, coconut, palm kernel and shea oils. The 

resulting lilac enfleurage products are so popular that by this time of year, you can only pre-order for 

the following year.  

 

State Bird: Eastern Bluebird 

 This small songbird, part of the thrush family, can be found throughout Otsego County, 

which is home to the woodlands, farmlands and orchards this species prefers. The species is a 

favorite among birders, who note that the male has very bright-blue feathers and its song is easily 

recognizable. Otsego County is a popular breeding ground for this bluebird, and Delaware-Otsego 

Audubon Society is a tremendous resource for people hoping to take a birdwatching excursion 

during their visit to the region. Eastern bluebirds can be easily found in the spring, summer and fall, 

and occasionally even in the winter. A good place to spot them is along the Susquehanna River; 

there’s an easy pull-off near Canoe & Kayak Rentals and Sales’ location along Route 28. The river here 

is swampy and there’s ample parking …though you may be inspired to rent a vessel, take to the 

water and spot a few other types of birds, too! (Bonus: We hear you can spot beavers here, too!) 

 

 

 
This is Bucky Beaver, our favorite animal on the Empire State Carousel at The Farmers’ Museum. 

Photo Credit: Richard Walker 

 

If your time in Otsego County is limited or your trip doesn’t coincide with the apple or lilac 

harvest, we encourage you to stop by The Farmers’ Museum in Cooperstown for a quick ride on the 

https://doas.us/
https://doas.us/
https://www.canoeandkayakrentals.com/


Empire State Carousel, which tells the story of New York state through an array of symbols. Instead 

of horses, the carousel features animals that are representative of creatures you’d find around the 

state, including a loon and racoon, a moose and a mouse. The first animal to be carved for the 

carousel (and MBPR’s favorite) was Bucky Beaver. Elsewhere on the carousel, riders can spot stencils 

of other state-centric icons, including the bluebird, apple and sugar maple. There’s also the state seal 

and map; eight carved folklore panels depicting the New York’s regions; murals with such historical 

highlights as Henry Hudson’s exploration in the 1600s and the creation of the United Nations in 1951; 

and significant buildings from throughout the state, from town halls to the Empire State Building. 

The carousel also pays tribute to 23 prominent New Yorkers who forever changed history, including 

Teddy Roosevelt, Susan B. Anthony, Harriet Tubman, Alexander Hamilton and Jackie Robinson … 

proving that in Cooperstown, it always comes back to baseball. 

 

ABOUT COOPERSTOWN AND OTSEGO COUNTY, NEW YORK 

Cooperstown, New York, is best known as the home of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, but 

this region is about so much more than America’s favorite pastime. Otsego County is situated in Central New 

York state, and it’s where you’ll find an array of charming villages and towns with memorable names like Fly 

Creek and Cherry Valley. All are worth a visit. What first put us on the map – before baseball took to our fields – 

was the growing of hops for beer, and our rich farming heritage continues today. That means our restaurants, 

breweries and distilleries are top-notch. Then again, we think our outdoor adventures, historic sites and 

cultural offerings are champs, too. We’re located about 200 miles northwest of New York City and 75 miles 

west of the state capital in Albany. We invite you to run – or drive, take the train or fly – to our home base. 

Start your training with a visit to www.ThisIsCooperstown.com. 

 

 

https://www.farmersmuseum.org/empire-state-carousel/
http://www.thisiscooperstown.com/

