
        
 

Falling for Fall in Cooperstown 
This Historic Village Offers Autumnal Favorites for Everyone’s Seasonal Bucket List  

 

 Cooperstown, New York (August 24, 2022) – We know it’s technically still summer for another 

month, but that hasn’t stopped us from dreaming of cooler weather, changing leaves, pumpkin spice 

and all the other joys that come with the transition into fall. It’s that time of year when travel 

journalists are inundated with pitches about fall foliage, but what if there was a destination that 

could offer the whole autumnal package? 

 Cooperstown, New York, is a historic little town that’s tucked away in the foothills of the 

Catskills. Nicknamed “America’s Most Perfect Village,” Cooperstown could also be called the “most 

perfect destination” for fall. Whether your ideal fall day is spent picking apples, leaf peeping or 

enjoying time by the fire, this is a town that appeals to lovers of all things autumnal. 

 When it comes to foliage, Cooperstown is a great place to leaf peep, especially for those 

seeking unique ways to experience the changing colors. Otsego Lake – one of the town’s signature 

sites – is a popular spot because it offers the opportunity to see twice as many leaves. Here’s how: 

You are treated to the spectacular reds, oranges and yellows of leaves along the shore, but then 

there’s also the reflection of all that foliage in the water. On a nice day, the reflection is a perfect 

mirror image of the shore, allowing you to see two times the color and also understand why author 

James Fenimore Cooper, for whose family the town is named, famously referred to this lake as 

“Glimmerglass” in his novels. Getting out on the water (whether it be by kayak, paddleboard, canoe 

or boat tour) is a great way to experience this marvel firsthand.  

 If you’re wanting to get a little exercise while surrounded by beautiful foliage, Cooperstown 

offers hiking and biking trails that are suitable for all levels. If you’re one of the more adventurous 

leaf peepers, Rail Explorers – rail bikes that combine a workout with a sightseeing tour – offers a 

variety of journeys that travel alongside the Susquehanna River, giving riders the ultimate foliage 

experience. 

https://www.thisiscooperstown.com/category/outdoors
https://www.railexplorers.net/tours/cooperstown


 Fall isn’t complete without a trip to the apple orchard – and perhaps a slab of apple pie – and, 

luckily, this part of New York is famous for its apples. You can find 28 varieties at Middlefield 

Orchard, which even grows dwarf trees so kids can more easily join the apple-picking fun. You can 

pick your apples at the 130-acre orchard and then head down the road to Willy’s Farm and Cider Mill, 

which will press the fruit into cider for you if you’re not the pie-baking type.  

 A different kind of cider (the adult kind) can be found along the Cooperstown Beverage Trail, 

a 37-mile trail that lets you discover the wide selection of the libations that this area offers. You’ll get 

some unique options at this time of year, including the Limited Releases Caramel Cider, which mimics 

the flavors of caramel apples, and All Hallows Treat, a chocolate-peanut butter stout, from Brewery 

Ommegang, and Apple Cranberry Wine from Fly Creek Cider Mill, a trail location that also happens to 

offer plenty of other apple products (including pie!) as well as non-alcoholic cider. 

 One of the best places to enjoy cider is on the veranda of The Otesaga Resort Hotel. Sitting in 

one of the rocking chairs and nursing a hot (or cold) cup might just be the most relaxing way to take 

in the leaves along the lake … well, perhaps it comes in second place. The Otesaga offers yoga by 

the lake on weekends, giving a whole new meaning to the “tree pose” as you find your inner peace 

surrounded by Mother Nature’s autumnal colors. 

 The hotel is offering a “Fall for Museums” package* for stays between September 5 and 

October 31, 2022. You’ll enjoy the luxury accommodations of The Otesaga and your choice of tickets 

to either the Fenimore Art Museum, which includes new exhibits such as “The Art of Observation: 

The Best of Photographer Elliot Erwitt,” or The Farmers’ Museum, which celebrates the industry that 

first put Cooperstown on the colonial map. Leave your car at the resort and enjoy the sights of fall 

during a walk to one of these world-class museums. On that walk, you’ll pass right by 

Leatherstocking Golf Course, one of the most scenic courses on the East Coast. It’s especially 

stunning at this time of year.  

 If you’re someone who enjoys the sweeter side of fall (can you say s’mores?) and prefers to 

relax instead of being on the move, the hotel’s Hawkeye Spa offers a Marshmallow Soothing Facial 

to get you in the spirit. After y0u’ve been completely pampered, the next logical stop is the Fire Bar 

to enjoy the crisp fall air, the warmth of a fire and phenomenal beverages in an intimate setting. 

 And if you’re up for some fun – or frights – rather than total relaxation and indulgence, you 

could try out the Fly Creek Valley Corn Maze and Pumpkin Patch or one of the area’s spooky tours. 

 No matter what kind of autumn activities you enjoy the most, Cooperstown is the perfect 

spot to appreciate the cooler weather, colorful leaves and everything else the season can offer. Time 

https://middlefieldorchard.com/
https://middlefieldorchard.com/
https://willysfarm.com/
https://www.cooperstownbeveragetrail.com/
https://www.ommegang.com/project-cider/
https://www.ommegang.com/project-cider/
https://www.flycreekcidermill.com/
https://www.otesaga.com/
https://www.otesaga.com/offer-packages/fall-for-museums-package
https://www.fenimoreartmuseum.org/
https://www.farmersmuseum.org/
https://www.otesaga.com/golf
https://www.otesaga.com/spa
https://www.otesaga.com/dining/fire-bar
https://sites.google.com/site/flycreekvalleycornmaze/home
https://www.thisiscooperstown.com/itinerarie/the-spooky-side-of-cooperstown-and-otsego-county
https://www.thisiscooperstown.com/events


here is sure to leave (leaf?) you fall-ing in love with America’s Most Perfect Village. To begin planning 

your autumn getaway, please visit https://www.thisiscooperstown.com/ or 

https://www.otesaga.com/.  

 

*Not to be combined with any other discounts or offers. Other restrictions may apply. Available for stays between 

September 5 and October 31, 2022. 
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