
 
 

Fall Getaways Have Us Dreaming of Cooler Days Ahead 
 

Last summer may have officially been the hottest one on record for the contiguous United 

States, but with widespread heat waves, this summer must be pacing close behind (right?!). If you’re 

dreaming of days that dip below triple-digit temperatures, we hope that reading about the cooler, 

crisp days of fall gives you something to look forward to! Here’s a look at some lesser-known 

destinations to consider exploring this fall:  

 
The views of fall foliage from the shores of Otsego Lake are breathtaking.  

Photo Credit: Tjibbe Lambers 

 
Cooperstown, New York 
Nestled in the foothills of the Northern Catskill Mountains of New York, the village of Cooperstown 
offers some of the earliest and most spectacular fall foliage displays in the country. Unique leaf-
peeping opportunities in and around the area known as “America’s Most Perfect Village” include 
riding through the Susquehanna River Valley with Cooperstown & Charlotte Valley Railroad, rowing a 
boat on Glimmerglass Lake (bonus: you can see the leaves twice – overhead and reflected beautifully 
in the water), and taking in the gorgeous views while playing a round of golf at Leatherstocking Golf 
Course. Cooperstown is also home to craft breweries, pick-your-own apple farms, Fly Creek Cider Mill 
& Orchard, and the National Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum. (We don’t have to remind baseball 
fans that fall is the season when a new World Series winner is determined!) 

https://www.thisiscooperstown.com/
https://www.lrhs.com/
https://www.otesaga.com/golf
https://www.otesaga.com/golf
https://www.flycreekcidermill.com/
https://www.flycreekcidermill.com/
https://baseballhall.org/
https://www.otesaga.com/


 
Where to Stay: Situated on the southern shore of Lake Otsego, the historic and elegant Otesaga 
Resort Hotel provides breathtaking views of the vibrant fall season. The best – and most relaxing – 
way to see the leaves is by sitting in a rocking chair on the veranda while enjoying a glass of signature 
wine. The resort’s Hawkeye Bar & Grill features a diverse menu of seasonal favorite dishes and 
overlooks the tranquil lake. 
 
Driving Distance from Cooperstown to Major Cities:  
1.5 hours from Albany or Syracuse 
3 hours from Rochester 
4 hours from New York City or Boston 
4.5 hours from Philadelphia 
 

 
Riding along the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP) in fall is truly spectacular.  

 

Allegany County, “The Mountain Side of Maryland” 
The sheer number of ways to “ride” through this region is almost as impressive as its stunning 
autumnal views. Tracks and Yaks takes riders through the scenic Western Maryland Railway and 
Great Allegheny Passage corridor on the state’s first and only rail biking excursion. New this year, 
participants can “ride the rails” in two ways: a scenic rail biking trip to Cumberland with a train ride 
back via Western Maryland Scenic Railroad! More ways to “ride” through the leaves include a 3½-
hour round trip with Western Maryland Scenic Railroad; bicycling along the 150-mile-long Great 
Allegheny Passage (GAP); and embarking on a 44-mile Scenic Overlook Driving Tour in Green Ridge 
State Forest, Maryland’s largest contiguous piece of public land. Start your day off in Mountain 
Maryland with an S&S Maple Latte from Clatter Café, a traditional latte with nutty caramel 
undertones and maple syrup from a local producer. And after all that riding, the perfect place to end 
the day is at The Queen City Creamery & Deli, which features seasonal flavors across the menu 
(including its “grown-up” treats and drinks).  
 

https://www.otesaga.com/
https://www.otesaga.com/
https://www.mdmountainside.com/
https://tracksandyaks.com/
https://wmsr.com/
https://gaptrail.org/
https://gaptrail.org/
https://www.mdmountainside.com/blog/green-ridge-state-forest-scenic-driving-tour
https://www.clattercafe.com/
https://www.queencitycreamery.com/index.html
https://tracksandyaks.com/


Where to Stay: Town Hill Bed & Breakfast in Little Orleans features its own scenic overlook, 
appropriately named the Town Hill Overlook. At an elevation of 1,680 feet, this prime leaf-peeping 
spot provides a view of three states and seven counties.  
 
Driving Distance from Allegany County to Major Cities:  
2 hours from Baltimore, Pittsburgh or Washington 
4 hours from Philadelphia or Cleveland 
5 hours from New York City 
 

 
Winterthur features a 60-acre naturalistic garden and 25 miles of marked paths and trails within its 1,000 acres of rolling hills, 

meadows and woodlands. 
Photo Credit: Moonloop Photography 

 
Greater Wilmington and the Brandywine Valley, Delaware 
Located in the heart of the Mid-Atlantic region, Wilmington and the Brandywine Valley is 
conveniently located minutes from the Interstate 95 corridor, and prides itself on the countless 
beautiful and authentic experiences visitors can enjoy here (the majority of which are less than 20 
minutes from the interstate). Though the region is top-of-mind in the spring and summer seasons 
because of the many incredible gardens and estates (Longwood Gardens, Mt. Cuba Center, Nemours 
Estate and Winterthur Museum to name a few), fall is a gorgeous time to visit these places and more. 
Greater Wilmington is also home to an impressive seven state parks, in addition to Ashland Nature 
Center, all of which are fantastic for nature lovers and leaf-peepers. Ashland is a haven for wildlife – 
especially birds – and visitors can explore more than 130 acres of woodlands, meadows, marsh and 
the Red Clay Creek here. Wilmington is filled with historic charm, a vibrant riverfront and beauty 
hidden in plain sight, and visitors can sample 12 of the area’s top attractions through the Brandywine 
Treasure Trail Passport, available now through October 31.  
 
 
 

https://www.townhillbnb.com/
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/
https://longwoodgardens.org/
https://mtcubacenter.org/
http://nemoursestate.org/
http://nemoursestate.org/
https://www.winterthur.org/
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/parks/
https://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/centers/ashland-nature-center/
https://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/centers/ashland-nature-center/
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/passport/
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/passport/
https://www.winterthur.org/


Where to Stay: Listed on the National Historic Register and a member of Historic Hotels of America, 
The Inn at Montchanin Village & Spa offers 28 guest rooms and suites appointed with period and 
reproduction furniture. The Inn is centrally located to Winterthur Museum, Hagley Museum & 
Library, Nemours Estate and more.  
 
Driving Distance from Wilmington to Major Cities:  
45 minutes from Philadelphia 
1.5 hours from Baltimore 
2 hours from New York City or Washington 
5 hours from Pittsburgh  
 

 
The Harvest Festival at Silver Dollar City features crafts, cowboys and pumpkins from September 21 through October 29. 

 
 

Branson, Missouri 
Branson is perfectly situated in the middle of the United States, within a day’s drive for about half of 
the American population. The bold colors of fall are on full display in this Ozark Mountain destination 
from mid-September through November. With more than 15,000 real pumpkins on display, the 
Harvest Festival at Silver Dollar City is a larger-than-life seasonal highlight. Featuring crafts, cowboys 
and pumpkins in addition to rides operating into the night and incredible food, this year’s festival 
runs from September 21 through October 29. Branson welcomed PINK Adventure Tours to the 
destination earlier this year, and fall might be the perfect time to see what this new experience is all 
about. During these thrilling off-road excursions, riders can get an up-close look at fall in the Ozarks 
while riding in custom Pink Jeep Wrangler. Dogwood Canyon Nature Park is a spectacular location 
for hiking, biking, fishing and horseback riding. While breathing in the great outdoors here, be on the 
lookout for cascading waterfalls and encounters with Ozark wildlife.  
 
Where to Stay: Inspired by French chateaus, Chateau on the Lake overlooks Table Rock Lake in the 
rolling Ozark Mountains. The AAA Four Diamond resort offers 301 rooms surrounding a 10-story 
atrium, a 14,000 square foot full-service day spa, and such resort amenities as a full-service marina, 
indoor and outdoor pools and hot tubs, and a movie theater.  
 

https://montchanin.com/
https://www.explorebranson.com/
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Festivals/Harvest-Festival
https://www.pinkadventuretours.com/tours/branson-tours
https://www.explorebranson.com/article/explore-dogwood-canyon
https://www.chateauonthelake.com/
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Festivals/Harvest-Festival


Driving Distance from Branson to Major Cities:  
1 hour to Springfield, Missouri 
3 hours to Kansas City or Tulsa 
4 hours to St. Louis 
 

 
Bonus Experience: Root to Table 
MBPR is currently working on a project in the Blue Ridge Mountains of northern Virginia and West 
Virginia, so we’d be remiss not to mention a bit about this area that’s noted for colorful leaves and 
plenty of apples. Local chefs, farmers, innkeepers and artisans have come together in this region to 
form Root to Table, a culinary movement that demonstrates their collective passion for and devotion 
to sustainable dining. Though the restaurants and inns welcome food-oriented visitors all year round, 
the Root to Table chefs and farmers join forces several times a year to cohost incredible dinners. One 
scheduled for October 16 at Breaux Vineyards in Loudoun County, Virginia, will celebrate the region’s 
harvest and serve as a tribute to local Chef Eric Foxx-Nettin, one of the driving forces behind the 
movement. 
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https://www.tasteofblueridge.com/
https://www.tasteofblueridge.com/
mailto:sara@mindybiancapr.com
mailto:sara@mindybiancapr.com
https://www.tasteofblueridge.com/

