
 

 

Dolly Parton’s Retired Tour Bus Transforms into the 

Premium Lodging Option at Dollywood 
 

 Pigeon Forge, Tennessee (June 24, 2022) – For those who want a glimpse into the life of a 

legend, Dollywood is introducing the “Suite 1986” Tour Bus Experience. Today, guests can begin 

booking stays on the Prevost tour bus that was Dolly Parton’s favorite home away from home for 15 

years. The bus was recently acquired by Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort and Spa and has been 

transformed into the property’s ultimate suite, now situated on a permanent parking pad just behind 

the hotel.  

Guests of Suite 1986 will not only have the most interesting accommodations in Dollywood’s 

history, but they’ll also get the opportunity to enjoy some special amenities. The suite features 

dedicated concierge service for the entire length of stay, the chance to sample one-of-a-kind food 

offerings created by the resort’s award-winning culinary team, and customized keepsakes to take 

home as souvenirs. The tour bus sleeps two guests, but each reservation also includes a room at 

DreamMore Resort, which can accommodate up to four additional guests.  

There’s a two-night minimum stay for Suite 1986 and a starting rate of $10,000. The profits 

will be donated to The Dollywood Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Dolly’s enterprises. In part, it 

funds Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, which gifts free books to children from birth to age 5 as 

part of an ongoing effort to instill in everyone a passion for reading. So far, more than 2 million 

children have benefitted from the program. 

Dolly herself loves to read, and she’s a writer at heart. In fact, she wrote her “Backwoods 

Barbie” album as well as “9 to 5 the Musical” in the comfort of the bus, plus some books and scripts 

for television shows and movies.  

Though Dolly is a free-spirited traveler, she doesn’t enjoy flying and much prefers to have her 

own space, food and belongings rather than staying in a hotel. Her tour bus served as a rolling 

https://www.dollywood.com/
http://www.dollywood.com/Suite1986
https://www.dollywood.com/Resort
https://imaginationlibrary.com/


sanctuary that was customized to ensure that she and her companions traveled in comfort and ease 

no matter how far the journey. And it was specially adapted and upgraded so Dolly could do two of 

her favorite things – writing and cooking – from any locale. 

She enjoyed making meals in the kitchenette and sharing them with her best friend and 

personal assistant, Judy Ogle, who traveled with her most of the time, and driver Tim Dunlap, who 

was responsible for the vehicle and its passengers during its length of service. To install a full-size 

refrigerator in place of the smaller size that comes standard in most vehicles of this type, the bus’s 

windshield had to be removed and then replaced. 

  Those who are curious about Dolly’s incredible wardrobe may be interested to learn that 

three of the bus’s six standard bunk beds were removed and replaced with a special closet that 

could accommodate all the glitter and rhinestones. When Dolly has welcomed visitors onto the bus, 

she’s taken great delight in showing off her wig cabinet, which probably isn’t something you’d find 

on any other tour bus. It’s a truly “Dolly” touch. 

Guests may not need the wig closet, but they might appreciate the custom bathtub and 

electric doors that were added to the vehicle to transform it into a luxury suite on wheels. “I have 

homes all over the United States,” Dolly once said. “But my favorite place is the bus because that 

way I can just feel those wheels rolling.”  

In addition to providing a unique glimpse into the icon’s life, the bus affords its guests 

beautiful views of the Smoky Mountains, where Dolly grew up. It also provides easy access to 

Dollywood, the theme park she established here in 1986 (hence, the bus’s new name) to provide 

both a source of employment for residents and a spark of joy and inspiration for the millions of 

visitors who are drawn to the region.  

For more information about this once-in-a-lifetime experience in the Smoky Mountains of 

East Tennessee, please visit www.Dollywood.com/Suite1986. 

Looking to the future of lodging in the area, Dolly was in Pigeon Forge this morning to visit 

the construction site of Dollywood’s HeartSong Lodge & Resort, her second hotel in the Smoky 

Mountains of East Tennessee. The 302-room property is slated to open in late 2023. 

 Tucked away in a beautiful cove in the rolling foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains, 

Dollywood’s HeartSong Lodge & Resort will welcome the outdoors in with high ceilings, exposed 

beams and natural layered textures. The resort will offer lodging options for multi-generational 

families and couples, including spacious family suites and bunk rooms that will feature touches 

http://www.dollywood.com/Suite1986
https://www.dollywood.com/heartsong/


inspired by the beauty of the Smokies. Many of the rooms will include balconies that provide 

sweeping views of the vast resort property.  

 For more information about anything connected to “Destination Dollywood,” please visit 

Dollywood.com. 
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Yes, photos are available upon request! 
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