
 

 

5 Festive Ways to Experience the Magic of Christmas in Branson, Missouri  

Branson, Missouri (September 15, 2021) – We may be in the midst of harvest season, but the 

countdown to Christmas is ON in Branson, Missouri. Each year as the trick-or-treaters arrive home 

and the porch lights dim on Halloween night, the Ozark Mountain destination begins its impressively 

speedy transformation into one of America’s most Christmassy towns.                                                                                                                                              

November kicks off a spectacular two-month Christmas celebration filled with lights, music 

and joy. A Christmas destination unto itself, Branson’s lineup of Christmas events is truly something 

to behold, with celebrations (and lights) at literally every turn. Here are five of the most magical 

ways to take in Christmas in Branson:  

 

1. Christmas Trees 
With more than 1,500 Christmas trees throughout the destination, Branson has been 
nicknamed “America’s Christmas Tree City” since 2016. This year, the Branson Christmas 
Coalition will unveil “Be The Light,” a community Christmas tree adorned with nearly 10,000 
genuine cut crystals and more than 20,000 lights. Donated by Branson Centennial Museum 
and Aquarium at the Boardwalk, the Austrian crystals were originally part of a magnificent 
chandelier that hung in the theatre lobby of The Grand Palace in Branson (which has since 
transformed into the aforementioned aquarium). Located in the heart of Branson's 
Entertainment District, in the same complex as the Branson Ferris Wheel and a seasonal 
Holidays on Ice Skating Rink, the 39-foot-tall “Be The Light” tree will quite literally serve as a 
shining beacon of what makes Branson such a special place to visit. Both the community tree 
and skating rink are set to open in early November. In addition to this sparkling centerpiece, 
visitors can expect to see up to 60 landmark trees around town. These trees are truly one-of-
a-kind and must either measure a minimum of 20 feet tall or be a display of 10 or more trees 
in a single location. A whopping 1,000 decorated Christmas trees at the celebrated Silver 
Dollar City theme park leads us to our second category …  

 
 

https://www.explorebranson.com/
https://www.explorebranson.com/christmas
https://www.explorebranson.com/blog/follow-americas-christmas-tree-city-trail
https://www.explorebranson.com/profile/branson-centennial-museum/140
https://www.aquariumattheboardwalk.com/
https://bransontracks.com/rides/ferris-wheel/
https://www.explorebranson.com/profile/ice-skating-rink-under-branson-ferris-wheel/4076
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Festivals/An-Old-Time-Christmas
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Festivals/An-Old-Time-Christmas
https://www.explorebranson.com/


 
While we don’t have a picture of this year’s brand-new community Christmas tree, “Be the Light” will be located in heart of 

Branson's Entertainment District, in the same complex as the Branson Ferris Wheel and a seasonal Holidays on Ice Skating Rink. 

 
2. Silver Dollar City’s An Old Time Christmas 

This 1880s-style park’s “An Old Time Christmas” event features the largest concentration of 
lights in Branson … 6.5 million to be exact! Between November 6 and December 30, visitors 
can stroll among the incredible displays of twinkling lights while enjoying live holiday shows 
daily, including the new “Home for Christmas” Broadway-style production. Everything, 
including the park’s rides and attractions, is decked out for the holiday season, too. A fan 
favorite is the Frisco Silver Dollar Sing-Along Steam Train, which takes passengers on a 20-
minute musical journey complete with the story of Jesus’s birth. This year, children will be 
invited to share their wishes with Santa in a festive, socially-distanced setting at “Santa’s 
Cottage.” Each evening Rudolph’s Holly Jolly™ Christmas Light Parade, led by the most 
famous reindeer of all, winds its way through the streets of Silver Dollar City (twice each 
night).  
 

https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Festivals/An-Old-Time-Christmas
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Attractions/Rides/Frisco-Sing-Along-Steam-Train
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Attractions/Shows-Entertainment/Light-Parade
https://bransontracks.com/rides/ferris-wheel/


 
The 6.5 million lights dazzling guests at Silver Dollar City during “An Old Time Christmas” equates to 680 miles of 

absolute magic! This image is a peek at how the park typically lights up the section called Fireman’s Landing. 

 

3. Brilliant Lights 
Several drive-thru Christmas displays can be found shining brightly throughout this Ozark 
Mountain destination, too. Debuting brand-new LED light displays this year, Lights of Joy is a 
1.25-mile drive-thru experience. This locale features both traditional and whimsical displays -- 
the nativity scene as well as a Christmas safari, for example. Showcasing millions of colorful 
lights across a 160-acre property, The Trail of Lights at Shepherd of the Hills has delighted 
visitors for more than 30 seasons, making it Branson’s longest-running drive-thru. With two 
miles of LED displays, Let There Be Lights at Promised Land Zoo earns the title of longest 
Christmas display in the Ozarks. This year, zoo guests can opt to participate in a VIP “Santa’s 
Safari” tour at the zoo, which is a 45-minute guided tour (with one of Santa’s helpers, no 
less) through the lights and animals. Finally, a drive-thru of another kind – a brand-new 
concentrated lighting display – will arrive in Branson this season … at the local Chick-fil-A 
restaurant on Highway 76. The complete vision for this store’s elaborate display will be a few 
Christmas seasons away, but the MBPR team got a sneak peek at the rendering and it’s quite 
amazing! Year One will bring 34,440 lights, which is about 40% of the final total.  
 

4. Fruitcake 
Students at College of the Ozarks traditionally bake about 25,000 world-famous fruitcakes in 
the Fruitcake & Jelly Kitchen each year. Producing these fruitcakes on campus dates back to 
1933 and helps students offset the costs of their education. The fruitcakes were available for 
mail-order as early as 1950 and the offerings have expanded since then, including such items 
as a cake sampler, lemon pound cake, a gluten-free fruitcake and maple barbeque pecans. 
(Note: While the on-site Fruitcake & Jelly Kitchen is temporarily closed for public tours, 
visitors can shop for handcrafted items – including fruitcake – at the Keeter Center Gift Shop 
and online here.)   
 
 

https://www.explorebranson.com/blog/drive-through-christmas-lights-branson
https://lightsofjoydrivethru.com/
https://theshepherdofthehills.com/trail-of-lights/
https://www.plzoo.com/branson/lights/
https://store.cofo.edu/pages/fruitcake-and-jelly-history
https://www.keetercenter.edu/GiftShop.aspx
https://store.cofo.edu/collections/food/baked-items
https://www.silverdollarcity.com/theme-park/Festivals/An-Old-Time-Christmas


 
Here’s a look at a handful of the world-famous fruitcakes that are baked in the Fruitcake & Jelly Kitchen each year.  

 
5. Festive Accommodations  

From November 6 through December 31, guests at Big Cedar Lodge are invited to come 
“Home for the Holidays” to enjoy festivities including ice skating, hot cocoa by the fire, a 
holiday scavenger hunt, Santa visits and more. Here, you can take in more than one million 
lights on a tractor-led “Holiday Light Tour.” Throughout December, Chateau on the Lake, 
Branson’s modern-day “Castle in the Ozarks,” features such activities as caroling by the fire, 
story time, holiday movies and more. It’s also home to an amazing candy village made by the 
Chateau’s culinary team and displayed in the hotel’s lobby.  
 
 

 
 

About Branson, Missouri 

Branson is a one-of-a-kind family vacation destination nestled in the lakeside beauty of the Ozark Mountains 

with dozens of live performance theaters; three pristine lakes; championship golf courses; an international 

award-winning theme park; family attractions and museums; a Historic Downtown district; shopping galore; a 

full range of dining options; and a host of hotels, motels, resorts, RV parks, campgrounds, and meeting and 

convention facilities. Branson is located less than one day's drive for a third of the United States’ population. 

It’s also accessible via flights to the Branson Airport (BKG) and nearby Springfield-Branson National Airport 

(SGF). Call 1-877-BRANSON for help planning your next vacation, convention or reunion. See more at 

http://www.explorebranson.com 
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