
 

 
Dollywood Unveils Unique Vehicles for  

New “Big Bear Mountain” Roller Coaster, Opening Next Spring 
 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee (November 15, 2022) – This morning, officials from Dollywood theme park 

and Vekoma, a roller coaster manufacturer based in the Netherlands, unveiled the ride vehicles that will be 

featured on the park’s newest attraction, a roller coaster called “Big Bear Mountain.” The ride will open 

next spring at the theme park in Tennessee, but the vehicles were unveiled during the International 

Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions (IAAPA) Expo in Orlando, which is a gathering of leaders 

from throughout the global amusement industry. 

The highly detailed coaster trains resemble four-wheel-drive SUVs and feature working headlights 

and taillights, as well as on-board audio, which is a first for any Dollywood attraction. Each coaster train 

seats 20 guests. At $25 million, the ride will be the largest single attraction investment to ever open at 

Dollywood, and its 3,990-foot length will make it the park’s longest coaster.  

The coaster will follow a fictional backstory: According to local legend, Big Bear is a massive black 

bear that has been roaming through the park’s Wildwood Grove area for as long as anyone can remember. 

While no one has ever seen him, telltale signs regularly appear in the hills surrounding the Grove. Guests 

will be invited to join Wildwood Grove’s resident wilderness explorer, Ned Oakley, on an adventure to find 

Big Bear. From his base camp, Oakley will take adventurers for the ride of their lives in his specially 

outfitted SUVs. 

In addition to unveiling the vehicles today, Dollywood also released a new, forward-facing, first-

person, point-of-view video that details the thrills that riders will experience when Big Bear Mountain 

opens next spring. In addition, the park has shared an overview image that shows how much new area the 

immense attraction’s bright orange track – which measures a little more than three-quarters of a mile long 

– will add to the park.  

Featuring a top speed of 48 mph, Big Bear Mountain will take guests through three separate 

launches, multiple airtime hills, high-speed carousel turns, and tunnels, including a breathtaking pass 

behind a waterfall. Guests will need to be at least 39 inches tall to ride the new coaster. 

“This ride is going to be a game changer for us at Dollywood for several reasons, including the fact 

that it’s the largest coaster we’ve ever built and our first ride with on-board audio,” said Eugene Naughton, 

https://www.dollywood.com/
https://www.vekoma.com/
https://www.dollywood.com/themepark/rides/big-bear-mountain/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xwkjvvy6r0ghup7/Big%20Bear%20Mountain%20Front%20Seat%20POV%20Video.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/awlegukdezema81/Big%20Bear%20Mountain%20Overview%20Rendering.jpg?dl=0


President of Dollywood Parks & Resorts. “Things are going to get big at Dollywood in 2023, and we hope 

everyone will come share in the fun.”  

Next year promises to be full of incredible developments at Dollywood. In addition to the opening 

of Big Bear Mountain next spring, Dollywood’s HeartSong Lodge & Resort is slated to open next fall. 

Tucked away in a beautiful cove in the rolling foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains, the Lodge will 

welcome the outdoors in with high ceilings, exposed beams and natural layered textures. Dollywood’s 

second resort property will offer lodging options for couples as well as multi-generational families, 

featuring spacious family suites and bunk rooms with special design touches inspired by the beauty of the 

Smokies. 

Dollywood’s calendar will also grow in 2023, adding 15 more days of park operation as compared to 

the 2022 calendar. The 2023 season will kick off with a special celebration of what has arguably become one 

of Dolly Parton’s biggest hits, “I Will Always Love You.” To observe the 50th anniversary of this monumental 

song, the I Will Always Love You Celebration is set for March 11 through April 8, 2023, launching the park 

season with an event that commemorates the art of songwriting and the stories behind the songs. 

For more information about Dollywood’s Big Bear Mountain, HeartSong Lodge & Resort, and the 

2023 operating season, please visit Dollywood.com.  
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FACT SHEET 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/irhb8ophzf0slskco4byx/Big-Bear-Mountain-Fact-
Sheet.docx?dl=0&rlkey=2l2b0znfsizb1up94vl1v24ca 
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About Dollywood Parks & Resorts 
A highly awarded and widely recognized leader in the amusement industry, The Dollywood Company consists of the 
160-acre Dollywood theme park; the 35-acre Dollywood’s Splash Country; and Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort and 
Spa. Currently under construction, Dollywood’s HeartSong Lodge & Resort is scheduled for completion in 2023. As 
unique as its namesake and owner Dolly Parton, Dollywood is the 2010 Applause Award winner, the theme park 
industry’s highest accolade; winner of 45 Golden Ticket Awards; and recipient of 28 Brass Ring Awards for Live 
Entertainment (more than any other theme park in the world). The park is located near Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and was named in 2022 by Tripadvisor as the top theme park in the country. It also has been recognized 
as a top-three U.S. theme park by USA Today on multiple occasions. Dollywood is open mid-March through early 
January and offers rides and attractions, shows, and crafters authentic to the East Tennessee region. Dollywood’s 
Splash Country, recognized by the Travel Channel and Tripadvisor as one of the country’s most beautiful water parks, 

https://www.dollywood.com/heartsong/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/irhb8ophzf0slskco4byx/Big-Bear-Mountain-Fact-Sheet.docx?dl=0&rlkey=2l2b0znfsizb1up94vl1v24ca
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/irhb8ophzf0slskco4byx/Big-Bear-Mountain-Fact-Sheet.docx?dl=0&rlkey=2l2b0znfsizb1up94vl1v24ca
mailto:mindy@mindybiancapr.com


operates from mid-May to Labor Day. Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort and Spa, a favorite of USA Today voters and 
Tripadvisor reviewers, provides guests with spectacular mountain views and family-friendly amenities next door to 
Dollywood theme park and Dollywood’s Splash Country. For more information, visit Dollywood.com. Operating days 
and hours vary.   
 


